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The squires, who greatly craved to reach
Their goal, moved on with rapid feet.
Then had ye seen the forces meet
And clash in violent melee
And strike and smite and wound and slay.
Our squires attacking were but few,
While the foe's numbers ever grew.
They carried blazing fire to burn
Us, seeing which we had to turn                                          5,020
Back, for we dared not to attend
The flames, which forced us to descend.
I do not know how many met
Their death in this hard-fought onset.
AND  BY  THE  PISANS   IS  BADLY  TIMED
Then armed themselves the Pisans, who
Were warriors of derring-do,
And swarmed upon the wall and scaled
It, but the Saracens assailed
Them very fiercely. So the battle
Betwixt the Pisans and these cattle                                      5,030
Waxed so ferocious and intense
That such a valorous defense
And brave attack were never known 5
The Pisans had to clamber down,
Had we but known how matters lay,
Acre would have been ta'en that day;
But the main portion of the host
Were seated dining, and engrossed
*   Therein. Unplanned was the onslaught,
Which faltered, and then came to naught.                            5^40
TREATY   BETWEEN   CONRAD  AND  GUY
Within the host of the crusade 28
Council was held and concord made
28 In the Itinerarium this Incident occurs in Bk. iii, chap. 20 (pp. 235-36), after
the surrender of Acre, which would correspond to the Estoire, 1. 5244. The former
is a far more logical place for it to be, and it seems to be out of place here.